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The critique of colonialism in the postwar period—an undermining of “the West’s” ability to represent
other societies—has been reinforced by an important process of theorizing about the limits of
representation itself. There is no way adequately to survey this multifarious critique of what Vico
called the ‘serious poem” of cultural history. Positions proliferate: “hermeneutics,” “structuralism,”
“history of mentalities,” “neo-Marxism,” *“genealogy,” “post-structuralism,” *“post-modernism,”
“pragmatism”; also a spate of ‘alternate epistemologies—feminist, ethnic, and non-Western. What is at
stake, but not always recognized, is an ongoing critique of the West’s most confident, characteristic
discourses. Diverse philosophies may implicitly have this critical stance in common. For example.
Jacques Derrida’s unraveling of logocentrism, from the Greeks to Freud, and Walter J. Ong’s quite
different diagnosis of the consequences of literacy share an overarching rejection of the
institutionalized ways one large group of humanity has for millennia construed its world. —from
Writing Culture, p. 10.

I11. 3= it< (60%)

Due to globalization, English has become the global language, which a great deal of countries around the
world treat as a national language or the most important foreign language. Accordingly, in Taiwan’s
tertiary education system, most universities/colleges now require their students to meet the exit
requirements of English upon graduation in order to improve the students’ English proficiency so as to
enhance their competitiveness. Do you agree or disagree with the English exit requirement? Explain,
elaborate and support your viewpoints.




