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 Consider the following Japanese data taken from Farmer & Demers (2001). 
Assume that the particle -wa marks the matrix subject, and the particles -ga and -o 
indicate that the noun phrase to which they are attached is functioning as subject 
and object, respectively. (20%) 

 

 
 
 

A. How are the relative clauses formed in Japanese? 
B. With specific examples, compare and contrast the relative clauses in Mandarin, 

English, and Japanese. 
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II.
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Consider the following Southern Min Chinese data taken from Merrifield et al. 
(1987) (phonemic tones not indicated). (20%) 

 

 
A. How are the superlative forms of adjectives formed in Southern Min Chinese? 

 
 
 
 

B. How are the comparative forms of adjectives formed in Southern Min Chinese? 
What process or processes are involved? Are there similar processes in English? 
Explain. 

 
 
 
 

III. What is meant by “phonetics-phonology interface”? What are some important 
claims and/or findings that have been made under this “phonetics-phonology 
interface”? What is their linguistic significance? (20%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. The nature and causes of linguistic change have been topics of great concern to 
historical linguistics for at least a hundred years. Briefly present the major views 
and the arguments on which they are based, critically evaluate the arguments, and 
discuss the implications for general linguistic theory. (20%) 
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V.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Provide evidence for syntactic differences between try and seem, and show how 
these differences would be treated both in GPSG (Generalized Phrase Structure 
Grammar) and GB (Government and Binding Theory). Illustrate your analyses 
with diagrammed examples. (20%) 

 


