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4. There has been a hot debate on the Bill Package of Diverse Family Formation ( % =~ = %2 %) in
the past couple years. The Taiwan Alliance to Promote Civil Partnership Rights (TAPCPR » 5 & i
w4 7 d6 955 B ) has taken the initiative in proposing the first draft of amendment to the Civil Code
in connection with “same-sex marriage, civil partnerships, and multiple-person families” in the hopes
that all types of intimate relationships and families currently existing in the society will receive
protection under the law. The taiwanfamily.com ( 5% = & RJeF = %k ) has opposite views on
the Bill. The petitions have been created by both camps, among others. However, the discussions
regarding the same-sex marriage and diverse family formation have been escalated. The turmoil, such
as anti-gay hate speech, and defeating institution of marriage and family, has been heated. Please give
an in-depth analysis of how the turmoil occurs from the perspective of the general systems theory.

5. If you were the therapist for the couple described in the following case scenario, what would you do
with them from the perspective of social justice?

Mary and Tom have been married about 8 years. Both are in their mid-30s. Tom is Taiwanese,
and Mary is from China originally. Mary has recently gotten her Taiwan identity card. They have two
children at age of 7 and 6, respectively. Tom works full time as a construction worker, and Mary
works part time at a restaurant. Their incomes barely make the ends meet.

Mary has been wondering if she would have to let go of this marriage because she found Tom
is checking out from this marital relationship both psychologically and emotionally. Additionally, there
has been one severe issue in their relationship, that is, violence. Tom’s violent behaviors include
shouting, yelling, and swearing as well as insulting, pushing, and kicking. The initial incident occurred
one year after they got married. Mary did not file a report because she was pregnant with her first child.
That particular incident almost resulted in a miscarriage. Tom stated that he was very stressed out at
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that pointed in time with his unstable job due to the globally economic downturn. Mary forgave him
right away as she realized Tom’s worries, and promised she would help with the family finance. She
started working part time as a dish washer at a family-own restaurant. Soon, Mary was pregnant with
the second child. However, during her second pregnancy, she found out that Tom had an affair. He
denied in the first place, then admitted it, and further promised he would not see her again. Mary
forgave him and took him back.

Tom’s violent behaviors toward Mary got escalated after he ended the affair and then soon got
laid off. She forgave him again and again because she would like to maintain a family for her children.
About one year or-so ago, Mary discovered that Tom was seeing another woman, and Tom did not
deny it at all this time. He stated that he did not want to divorce, but he would if she truly wanted it.
She has been debating since then. She wants to divorce because marital betray is not acceptable for her.
However, she changes her mind as thinking of the best interests of her children. She also worries about
the financial hardship after divorce. Most importantly, she still has some affection to Tom.




