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(1) What was the research design used in this study ?

(2) According to the descriptions of the participants, please explain why they need literacy
interventions ?

(3) What is Tier 2 in the response-to-intervention model ?

(4) What was(were) the independent variable(s) ?

(5) What was(were) the dependent variable(s) ?

Abstract

The purpose of this quasi-experimental study was to (a) compare Tier 2 evidence-based
intensive reading instruction to business-as-usual instruction for sixth graders with and without
learning disabilities who were "far below" or "below" basic level in literacy and (b) explore the
development of a response-to-intervention model in middle school. The study took place in a large
inner-city urban setting, where 100% of students received free or reduced-price lunch and 90% of
the students were considered English learners at some point in their school history. Intervention
students received intensive small-group instruction for 30 hours across 10 weeks. Credential
candidates in special education provided the small-group instruction in the treatment condition.
Results on oral reading fluency, less so for Maze reading comprehension measures, indicated
greater improvements for treatment students, and students with learning disabilities benefited as
much or more than the other struggling sixth graders. Educational implications and
recommendations for future research are discussed.
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A childhood disorder with onset prior to 36 months of age. It is characterized by

1. [ ) | extreme withdrawal, self-stimulation, possible intellectual deficits, and language
disorders.

An acquired language disorder that is caused by brain damage and characterized by

20 1] complete or partial impairment of language comprehension, formulation, and use.
Conditions in which the emotional or behavioral responses of individuals in various
3.0 ) environments significantly differ from those characteristics of their peer and their
' ethnic and cultural groups. These responses seriously affect social relationships,
personal adjustment, schooling, and employment.
sl ] A neurological disorder characterized by motor problems, general physical weakness,
] lack of coordination, and perceptual difficulties.
5.0 ) A disorder characterized by difficulties in maintaining attention because of a limited
' ability to concentrate.
6.1 1 A condition that shares certain unusual social interactions and behaviors with autism

but typically includes no general language delay.

A condition characterized by motor or verbal tics that cause the person to make

7. L 1 | repetitive movements, emit strange involuntary sounds, or say works or phrases that
are inappropriate for the context.

A speech disorder that occurs when the flow of speech is abnormally interrupted by
repetitions, blocking, or prolongations of sounds, syllables, words, or phrases.

A term that reflects the range of functioning found, among those who exhibit

9.[ ) | symptoms of autism, in the multiple skill areas of communication and language,
intelligence and social interaction.

A condition in which one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in

0.0 1] understanding or using language are deficient.
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